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     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has awarded nearly $100 million in grants 
that will help approximately 42,000 homeless and at-risk veterans and their families.  The grants are 
going to 151 community agencies in 49 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. 
     The two South Dakota projects that have been awarded funds are the Sicangu Oyate Tipi in Rose-
bud and the Cornerstone Rescue Mission in Rapid City.    Sicangu Oyate Tipi was awarded $450,000 
and the Cornerstone Rescue Mission was awarded $164,880. 
     Under the Supportive Services for Veteran Families program, the VA is awarding grants to private 
non-profit organizations and consumer cooperatives that provide services to very low-income veteran 
families living in -- or transitioning to -- permanent housing.  Those community organizations provide a 
range of services that promote housing stability among eligible very low income veteran families.  
     Under the grants, homeless providers will offer veterans and their family members outreach, case 
management, assistance in obtaining VA benefits and assistance in getting other public bene-
fits.  Community-based groups can offer temporary financial assistance on behalf of Veterans for rent 
payments, utility payments, security deposits and moving costs.  
     This is the program’s second year.  Last year, the VA provided about $60 million to assist 22,000 
Veterans and family members.  
     In 2009, President Obama and Secre-
tary Shinseki announced the federal 
government’s goal to end veteran 
homelessness by 2015. The grants are 
intended to help accomplish that 
goal.  According to the 2011 Annual 
Homelessness Assessment Report to 
Congress, homelessness among veter-
ans has declined 12 percent since Janu-
ary 2010.  
     Through the homeless Veterans initia-
tive, the VA committed $800 million in 
FY 2011 to strengthen programs that 
prevent and end homelessness among 
veterans. The VA provides a range of 
services to homeless veterans, including 
health care, housing, job training, and 
education.  
     Information about the VA’s homeless programs is available on the Internet at www.va.gov/
homeless.  Details about the Supportive Services for Veteran Families program are online at 
www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf.asp. 
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Sd guard civil support team receives 

superior unit award 

     The South Dakota Army National Guard’s 82nd Civil Support Team, located at Ellsworth Air Force 
Base, became the first civil support team in the nation to receive the National Guard Bureau’s Supe-
rior Unit Award.  
     The award is presented in recognition of out-
standing achievement in three categories of crite-
ria: personnel, training and inspections.  
     Some of the 82nd’s achievements from these 
categories include: maintaining an assigned 
strength of 95 percent each month, 95 percent of 
the unit is Duty Military Occupation Skills Quali-
fied, and a Mission Essential Task List assessment 
well above the 75 percent requirement.  
     “Anytime a unit gets an award like this it re-
flects the dedication and training program of the 
unit that gets us to that point,” said Lt. Col. James 
Selchert, 82nd CST commander. “It really speaks to 
the quality of our noncommissioned officers, as 
they are in charge of the training. They ensure 
everyone from the commander on down receives quality training.”  
     All members of the CST were also a first-time-go on the Army Physical Fitness Test and Air Force 
Fitness Assessment, and the unit received a 99 percent on the NGB Standardization Evaluation and 
Assistance Team inspection, placing the unit in the top 10 of all CSTs nationwide.  
     “Everyone in the unit is high-speed, top-notch,” said 1st Sgt. Michael 
Weyrich. “Everyone in the unit excels at physical fitness, accountability 
and maintenance of equipment, and training to standard, because this 
is what our senior NCOs expect.”  
     The commander said the award is the result of a consolidated team 
effort, from both the Soldiers and Airmen that make up the unit.  
     “Obviously you don’t get an award like this because of one or two 
people; it is the entire unit,” Selchert said. “It comes down to the NCOs 
in the unit that ensure we train on our warrior tasks to standard. We 
approach our hazardous materials training with the same due dili-
gence that we approach our warrior tasks.”  
     “We have a strict training guidance from higher command, from 
NGB down to the 109th Regional Support Group, and we follow it,” 
said Weyrich. “We don’t deviate and ensure that we are proficient in 
both our garrison and hazardous material jobs. We follow our stand-
ard operating guidance to ensure our training reflects what we would 
do in our ‘real world’ actions.” 
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Soldier runs to raise awareness of 

cystic fibrosis 

     Kevin and his wife, Caren, began their journey with cystic fibrosis nine years ago when their first 
son Caleb was born. A year later, their second son, Logan, was born and diagnosed as well.  This 
deadly, genetic disease causes the body to produce abnormally thick, sticky mucus that clogs the 
airways leading to chronic, life-threatening lung infections. These thick secretions also obstruct the 
pancreas, causing inadequate digestion.  
     Approximately 30,000 people in the United States have been diag-
nosed with cystic fibrosis, with about 1,000 new cases each year.  
“Because such a small percentage of the United States is diagnosed with 
CF it is considered an orphan disease, making money and research lim-
ited,” said Kevin, of Rapid City, S.D.  These limitations are what created 
“Team Huxford.” Kevin, Caren, their four children, Caleb, 9, Logan, 8, Cybil, 
3, and Lenox, 2, along with other family and friends make up Team Hux-
ford, who have raised more than $80,000 for the Cystic Fibrosis Founda-
tion by hosting a Great Strides 10k run/walk for the past six years.  
     “When we moved to Rapid City we were introduced to five other fami-
lies dealing with cystic fibrosis and decided that we should do a Great 
Strides here,” said Kevin, a Great Strides participant prior to moving to the 
Black Hills in 2003. “South Dakota currently has approximately 100 individ-
uals with CF and 12 of them, including Caleb and Logan, live in the Black Hills area.”  
     Team Huxford is doing more than the Great Strides event, they are raising awareness and mon-
ey to the point where the CF National Headquarters hired a full-time employee to oversee the vol-
unteers and fundraising events for both North and South Dakota.  
     A member of Team Huxford, Kevin’s co-worker and fellow Soldier, Sgt. Maj. Todd Grabow, re-
cently raised money by running his first 100k (62.9 miles) at the Black Hills 100 in honor of Caleb 
and Logan. “I asked for donations to help support their foundation,” said Grabow. “A nickel a mile 
or a dime a mile; every bit helps.”  Grabow said he was completely igno-
rant of the disease until he sat down and talked with Kevin.  
     Grabow said the 100k was challenging and thanked Team Huxford for 
bringing some meaning to the race.  “It is probably the only thing that 
gave me the extra push to the finish line,” he said. “I know the money 
raised will help buy some days, weeks, months, or years for anyone deal-
ing with this disease.”  
      “They are getting so close to finding a cure,” he said. “All they need is 
time and the money to do more research. Ninety cents of every dollar that 
goes toward the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation is donated to research. If they 
can cure one strain, I am hopeful they will find a cure for my boys.”  
To get involved with Team Huxford or attend the Black Hills Great Strides 
10k run/walk held annually during Memorial Day weekend at the old Sto-
rybook Island Park in Rapid City, please visit the website at www.cff.org/
Great_Strides/TeamHuxford. Participants can donate time, money or take 
part in the 10k run/walk event. 
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Veterans enjoy magic, music and 

comedy 

     Last week residents at the Michael J. 

Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home had 

the opportunity to enjoy either a night 

of magic or a night of musical comedy. 

     Those wishing to see a little magic 

enjoyed an evening at the “Grand 

Magic Show” at the Custer Show Barn. 

Internationally –awarded illusionist 

Duane Laflin personally welcomed the 

guests and invited members of the au-

dience to partake in various aspects of 

the 90-minute program.   

     Those residents wishing to enjoy a 

night of musical comedy attended the 

Black Hills Playhouse performance of “The Drowsy Chaperone.”    The audience was immediately 

immersed in the comic tale of a glamorous bride and her uproarious wedding day, complete with 

thrills and surprises. 

235th receives deployment orders 

     The South Dakota Army National Guard’s 235th Military Police Company has received their offi-

cial mobilization order for deployment to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  

     The 235th and its 124 assigned members are scheduled for deployment in January. The unit re-

ceived an alert order for possible deployment in October. The mobilization order confirms the unit 

will deploy overseas.  

     The mission of the 235th is to provide security for U.S. military personnel, installation and facilities 

and to guard prisoners of war and civilian internees. The unit’s headquarters is located in Rapid City 

with a detachment based in Sioux Falls.  

     The unit will report to Fort Bliss, Texas, to complete several weeks of theater-specific training prior 

to deployment overseas. This will be the third mobilization for the 235th – deploying in support of 

Operation Noble  

Show and shine 

          The Sioux Falls VA Health Care System will hold its 11th 
annual VA Show and Shine on August 22. Car and motorcy-
cle owners will cruise to the VA Medical Center and share 
their vehicles with veterans. 
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July 21-22—Sioux Falls Air Show 

Jul. 21—SD Convoy of Hope Stand Down—Rapid City 

July 28-29—Thirty-Day Yellow Ribbon Event for the 189th AVN—Rapid City 

Aug 4-5– American Legion Riders Chapter 7 Poker Run—Hot Springs 

Aug. 15—Veterans Job Fair—Sioux Falls VFW (3601 S. Minnesota Avenue) 10:00 am—2:00 pm 

Aug. 23—VABHHCS Stand Down—Rosebud/Mission 

Aug. 27-29—VSO Annual Benefits School—Pierre 

Aug. 27—VABHHCS Stand Down—Rapid City 

Aug. 29—Standing Rock Sioux Tribe Stand Down—McLaughlin 

Aug. 30—Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe Stand Down— Eagle Butte 

Aug. 30– Sept. 3—SD State Fair—Huron (Veterans Day—Aug. 30) 

Sept. 11-Stand Down—Wagner National Guard Armory—610 E. SD HWY 46 (10:00 am—2:00 pm) 

Sept. 21—Stand Down—Sioux Falls  - VFW— 3601 S. Minnesota Ave. (9:00 am—3:00 pm) 

Sept. 25—Stand Down—Aberdeen Civic Center—203 S. Washington (2:00 pm—7:00 pm) 

Sept. 25 Pierre Homeless Connect 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military  

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs 

Soldiers and Sailors Building 
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Pierre, SD 57501 
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